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3l6 THE MONIST. 

It is a book which the reviewer himself chose as his text-book when he 
began te» study Chinese, and he made a new English translation which ap- 
peared in The Open Court, together with specimens of the Chinese text and 
some explanation of the characters. We had at the time contemplated the 
publication of the Three Character Book in pamphlet form, but the difficulty 
of the Chinese text, lack of time, and the conviction that some resident of 
China might do the work better, have prevented its execution. We are glad 
now to see this Chinese school book made accessible to the English people, 
and only wish that the notes in some instances might have been a little more 
copious, or at least that references had been given as to where to find further 
information on the subjects mentioned in the Chinese text. 

The rest of the book is devoted to practical information for the Chinese 
student. It contains collections of words on man's social, political and civil 
relations, his mental disposition, names of public buildings, places of business, 
public institutions, the furniture of the house and stable, etc., tools, wearing 
apparel and food. There are also specimens of a Chinese English Dictionary, 
samples of Chinese poetry, and lessons in Chinese writing. 

Considering the difficulty of publishing a book of this kind, with its in- 
numerable Chinese characters, the price of the book (6 shillings 6 pence) must 
be considered cheap. It is a striking looking volume, neatly bound in gold 
and red in large octavo. 



Principien der Metaphysik. Von Branislav Petronievics. Erster Band, erste 
Abtheilung, Allgemeine Ontologie und die formalen Kategorien, mit 
einem Anhang, Elemente der neuen Geometric Heidelberg: Winter, 
1904. 

A new rebellion against the traditional authority of Euclid and his space- 
conception is published by Dr. Branislav Petronievics, a Russian scholar and 
thinker who is building up a new system of metaphysics. The present volume 
is intended to prepare for the philosophy of the author who in order to lay 
the foundation of his new system of metaphysics deems it necessary first to 
overcome the current conception of continuity in mathematics, and to replace 
it by a discontinuous space-conception. 

The present volume is devoted in part to geometrical theorems. The 
great bulk is devoted to metaphysical speculations. The author argues that 
the main fault of philosophers and geometricians has been to regard the point 
as lacking extension, and he rejects Aristotle's view that two points can not 
touch because they would coincide. A point, according to Petronievics is not 
unextended but merely a minimum of space, and he claims that the old view 
of a point as a boundary is due to a confusion of thought. Our author dis- 
tinguishes between the real point and the point as a boundary; two points 
touch if their boundaries are in contact and the points of contact which are 
unreal he calls boundary points in distinction from real points possessing a 
center and occupying a minimum of space. 

Space according to Dr. Petronievics is not a magnitude independent of 
things but it is the juxtaposition of things, the mere order in which the con- 
tents of the world are placed. This juxtaposition, however, is not a con- 
tinuum, for the continuum if it existed would be a negation of space, and so 
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space in order to exist must be discrete, which means it must consist of in- 
divisible particles, a proposition which he endeavors to prove. The innova- 
tion is admirable; it beats Riemann's curved space, and also Bolyai and Loba- 
chevski. Even the believers in the fourth dimension must confess that they 
are left behind. It is ingenious, original, and bold. We almost wish it were 
logically tenable. 

Though Dr. Petronievics is not a mathematician by profession, he deems 
it necessary for the establishment of his metaphysics to clear the way by pro- 
pounding a new geometry based upon the idea of a discrete space-conception 
which starts with assumptions different from Euclid's, and defines the point 
in any ultimate, simple and indivisible part of space. The center point is 
called the real point filled with existence of some kind while the boundary 
point is the unreal, empty, and non-existent space between two points. Two 
points touch if they are not separated by any intervening point of space. It 
is interesting to note the changes which Dr. Petronievics introduces in his 
new geometry of discrete space, but the world of science is conservative, and 
we do not expect that this new geometry will replace the old-fashioned Eu- 
clidean method. 



Psychologische Studien. Herausgegeben von Wilhelm Wundt. Leipsic: 
Engelmann, 1905. Price, 3 marks. 
In February, 1905, Professor Wundt began editing this series of Psycho- 
logical Studies, which appears at regular intervals, and of which six numbers 
form a volume. This series is really a continuation of the Philosophical 
Studies, the last number of which in February, 1903, marked the close of the 
eighteenth volume. Psychologists will welcome this revival of Professor 
Wundt's activity, and the limitation of subject matter to the one branch will 
greatly increase its value along this line. After the editorial forword the first 
number opens with a contribution to memory research by Fritz Reuther, and 
contains several minor communications besides. Other contributions in the 
early numbers are by Robert Bergemann and Stanislaus Kobylecki. 



Cours de chimie physique. Suivi d'applications a la chimie et a la biologic 
Par Victor Henri, ir fascicule. Paris: Hermann, 1906. Pp. 336. 
Price, 15 francs to subscribers of the whole work. 

This elementary course in physical chemistry is offered for the benefit of 
readers possessing only elementary notions of chemistry and physics. The use 
of advanced mathematics has been reduced to the selection of a few very 
simple expressions, and even these are not indispensable to the comprehension 
of the whole. In each chapter the author points out: (1) the methods of 
measure by means of which the given phenomenon is to be considered; (2) 
the experimental results; and (3) the hypothesis and general theories which 
make it possible to combine these results with those obtained by other meth- 
ods. 

The chapters contained in this volume, which is only the first instalment 
of a large work, treat the following subjects: general conditions of the equi- 
librium of solutions and their electrical conductivity, the theory of ions, os- 
motic pressure and diffusion of solutions, cryoscopy, tonometry and ebullios- 
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copy, dissolution and absorption, superficial tension and viscosity, the optical 
properties of solutions, and electrical phenomena in solutions. 



Les origines de la statique. Par P. Duhetn. ist vol. Paris: Hermann, 
1905. Pp. lv, 360. Price, 10 francs, $1,90. 

Professor Duhem of Bordeaux states in the preface of this work, that it 
lacks something of the system which might seem desirable, and which he 
intended it to possess. This, he says, is due to the fact that his earlier studies 
and preliminary reading on the history of statics was entirely overthrown by 
his later researches into the subject. For instance, he discovered that it is 
not true, as has been commonly supposed, that the work of Leonardo da Vinci 
which was so rich in new mechanical ideas, was entirely unknown to the geo- 
metricians of the Renaissance. 

This volume begins the study of statics in the time of Aristotle and Archi- 
medes, while the second and third chapters are devoted to Leonardo da Vinci 
and Jerome Cardan of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Chapter 4 is 
devoted to the impossibility of the idea of perpetual motion and is followed 
by a discussion of the statics of the Middle Ages and their Alexandrian 
sources, including writings attributed to Euclid. The Mediaeval knowledge 
of statics as represented by Jordanus de Nemore and Leonardo da Vinci is 
followed by the reaction against Jordanus. A chapter is devoted to Galileo 
and one to Simon Stevin, and the volume closes with the history of statics 
in France up to the time of Descartes. 



Psychologische Studien. Von Theodor Lipps. 2d ed. Leipsic: Diirr, 1905. 
Pp. 287. 
Theodor Lipps, the well-known psychologist, has revised and enlarged 
his psychological studies which now lie before us in their second edition. He 
discusses in them the main problems or theories of vision, the problems of the 
blind spot including corporeal vision, the theories of tones and the rhythm of 
tones and finally Weber's law. All the essays are written in an attractive 
style, and it would be desirable that at least parts of the book should be trans- 
lated into English so as to render the ideas of Lipps more accessible to the 
student of psychology. 



PSYCHOLOGIE DE DEUX MESSIES POSITIVISTES SAINT-SlMON ET AUGUSTE CoMTE. 

Par Georges Dumas. Paris : Alcan, 1903. Pp. 314. 
The present book on the two positivist Messiahs will be interesting to 
both philosophers and sociologists. It is a psychological analysis of the ideals, 
aspirations and lives of Saint-Simon and Auguste Comte, the two prophets 
of a new social order which would discard the Catholic Church and replace 
it by a positivist religion; which would substitute for priests, savants and 
scholars, and for feudal nobility an aristocracy of the mind and intellectual 
superiority. The dreams of these idealists have not been realized, and yet 
they exercise a great influence upon our age. Dumas, a psychologist of un- 
usual acumen, here analyzes the sentiments and thoughts of these great 
leaders, and we learn to appreciate their ideals as well as to understand their 
failures. 
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L'annee biologique. Comptes rendus annuels des travaux de biologie gene- 
rale publies sous la direction de Yves Delage. 8me annee, 1903. Paris : 
Soudier, 1905. Pp. xxiv, 475. 
The value of this annual to specialists in biological lines cannot be over- 
estimated. Published under the direction of perhaps the first authority in 
France, it contains carefully prepared notes on each article that has appeared 
in English, German, French or Italian from the pen of any biologist worthy 
the name. Immediately after the table of contents there follows a short re- 
sume of each chapter calling attention to the most valuable treatments of that 
particular subject. Each chapter treats of one special phase of biological 
interest and consists of a comprehensive bibliography of work written in that 
department during the year, followed by a short signed review of each article 
listed. The chapters are on the following subjects : The Cell ; Sexual Products 
and Fecundation; Parthenogenesis, Teratogenesis ; Asexual Reproduction; 
Ontogenesis; Regeneration; Grafting; Sex and Secondary Sexual Character- 
istics; Metagenetic Polymorphism; Latent Characters; Correlation; Death; 
Morphology and General Physiology ; Heredity ; Variation ; Origin of Species ; 
Geographical Distribution; Nervous System and Mental Functions; General 
Theories. 



The Journal of Abnormal Psychology. Edited by Morton Prince, M. D. 
Boston : Old Corner Book Store, 1906. Price, $3.00 or 12s. 6d. per year. 

This is a new periodical published bi-monthly in the interests of psychol- 
ogy and medical science, and its board of associate editors consists of the fol- 
lowing well-known men, Hugo Miinsterberg, J. J. Putnam, A. Hoch, Boris 
Sidis, C. L. Dana, and Adolf Meyer. 

It is designed that this Journal though printed in English shall be inter- 
national in character. It is primarily intended for the publication of articles 
embodying clinical and laboratory researches in abnormal mental phenomena. 
The field of investigation includes hysteria, hallucinations, delusions, amne- 
sias, aboulias, aphasias, fixed ideas, obsessions, automatisms, alterations of 
personality, multiple personality, dissociation of consciousness, subconscious 
phenomena, relation of the mind to physiological processes, neurasthenic and 
psychasthenic states. The Journal will also contain reports of the current lit- 
erature in the field of psychiatry and allied subjects. The first number (April, 
1906,) contains a discussion of the treatment of hysteria by Dr. J. J. Putnam 
of Harvard Medical School, "The Pathogenesis of Some Impulsions," by Dr. 
Pierre Janet, of the College of France; "What is Hypnosis?" by Prof. W. 
v. Bechterew, of St. Petersburg, and "The Psychology of Sudden Religious 
Conversion," by Dr. Morton Prince, of Tufts College Medical School. 



Philosophie der Botanik. Von Dr. J. Reinke. Leipsic : Barth, 1905. Price, 
4.80 marks. 
The time is past when philosophy was held in contempt by naturalists, 
and the tendency is now again in favor of connecting the several branches of 
science, not only among themselves, but also with a general world-concpetion, 
thus restoring philosophy to her own. Professor Reinke, of Kiel, has per- 
formed this task for his specialty, which is botany, and we note in his work 
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a strong conservative tendency which may sometimes surprise the iconoclast, 
but will be received with great satisfaction in many quarters. It is a matter 
of course that Professor Reinke remains a- scientist and does not revert to 
any narrow dogmatism of the churches, but we are glad to find in his specu- 
lations an appreciation of the religious problems, especially of the soul and 
of God, although we can not endorse his particular views. Among other 
details we deem his arguments against spontaneous generation and in favor 
of the act of special creation insufficient, and we would not accept his views 
of the cosmic intelligence, the nature of the soul, and the possible existence 
of an unknown soul substratum. 



Professor Mills has edited "The First Chapter of the Pahlavi Yasna" 
in the October, 1906, number of the Museon of Louvain University, Belgium, 
an ancient seat of Catholic learning. This lies doubly in the line of Mr. 
Mills's official duties, for the work has never been edited by another scholar 
before with the collation of manuscripts, and it is now prepared from all 
of them, and chiefly from those acquired by the author for the Oxford Uni- 
versity Library. An earlier form of this edition from the same writer ap- 
peared as deciphered in the publications of the German Oriental Society, a 
year or two ago; but here it is printed in the costly Oriental character, and 
with all the variants given. The typesetter and printer is Mr. J. B. Istas of 
Louvain, the publisher of the Museon. The expense must have been quite 
considerable as the article reaches 28 pages. It is very sightly, and will be 
useful as a text-book on this chapter. It was executed at the repeated invi- 
tation of the editor of the review. Professor Mills has now nearly finished 
the editing and translating of all the Pahlavi texts of the Yasna, his especial 
task. 

These texts have appeared chiefly in the Zeitschrift der deutsch-morgen- 
landischen Gesellschaft, Chapters LVII-LXI having been accepted, and will 
appear in due course. 

The intermediate portion appears of course in his Gathas. It has been 
an exceedingly laborious task, and one from which all European Zendists 
since Spiegel seem for the most part to have shrunk. In Pahlavi one per- 
pendicular stroke represents five different letters with no possible means of 
discrimination save the context. It seems to be more harassing than Assyr- 
ian in some respects. 

Such letters as ufya and nepesh are written with the same signs and the 
person who wrote them could not later tell which word was meant but for the 
context, and unless he especially recalled what his former intention had been. 

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society has been printing the English 
translation of the texts continuously, and the author was much gratified at 
the remarks of Lord Reay, the President of the Society at the last anniversary 
meeting, which were published-in the July number of the Journal. 

The works which have appeared in these journals from time to time 
will be reprinted in book form as soon as possible. 



